NORWAY
The salmon for
everyone at
the river
Bjerkreimselva

It’s still our imagination that salmon
fishing is reserved for some privileged
people, those who are „in the club“ , which
is an expression of René Fallet. Moreover,
Norway has the reputation being an
expensive country. For these reasons,
many fishermen see salmon fishing in
Norway as an unattainable dream.
But all of a sudden ….

Some pools are
more difficult
than others
but always
worth to be
tried out.
There are a lot of Norwegian rivers, which can be
fished by the fishermen-community, rivers to be
fished independently and without getting ruined.
There s one river I am visiting from time to time and
since long time. This is the Bjerkreimselva, which has
got its name of the village Bjerkreim which it is
passing before reaching the Atlantic ocean at
Egersund. This area can be reached taking the boat
from north of Denmark. The quickest and easiest way
is to arrive by flight to Stavanger in combination with
a rental car. In less than one hour you arrive at
Bjerkreim which is located close to the highway E39.
Here, you have the choice between accommodations,
cabins or apartments, all of them very comfortable
and very often rent by owners of parts of the river.
As always in Norway the fishing is private, but the
owners have been organized in order to offer longer
stretches of the river and often at both sides. And
this for reasonable prices. This also explains their
engagement for protection and improvement of the
salmon population in Bjerkreimselva. It must be known
that in the 80ies of the last century salmons did not
even anymore exist in many rivers in South of Norway
which were sterilized by the acid rain coming from
the continent. It was the community of the owners
supported by the local and national administrations
which had started to organize an enormous program
of adding calcium to the river system. At the end of
the last century the population of the salmons could
recover …and the fishermen to the same occasion.

Nice salmon
at mid-season
for Marc

A fantastic pool
upstream from
the rapids

In the same context, a second fish ladder makes it
easier for the fish to return to the river, and a
supporting camera system at strategical locations
allows to exactly evaluate the number of rising
salmons. Moreover, taking into account the regular
maintenance and path marking activities of the pools
it makes it evident that all money earned with fishing
permissions is reinvested. All this is done to make the
river attractive for fishermen from all over Europe.

INTERESTING FISHING ZONES
It’s not overcrowded at Bjerkreimselva, the pools are
extensive offering many variants. Normally, the
fisherman has not “to stand in line” for fishing.

However, if a waiting time is necessary politeness
and fair-play is respected by everyone. That’s why
I decided to practice fishing at zone N°.3, which
is one of the five zones offered by the
community. With its length of 13 kilometres
mostly at both sides and with its variating profile
it is offering all possibilities a fly fisherman is
dreaming of. Within one fishing week-my standard
fishing duration- I never had the chance to try all
available pools. In fact, you will get used to it and
you will find your preferred places of this
hospitable location. And, many pools can be fished
independently of the water level. For instance, the
“pool of the farm” at the beginning of zone 3 can
be fished at low water level, or more downstream
where the river is getting bigger at high level. The
beat of Laksheim at the end of zone 3 with some
flat areas and smaller waterfalls offers such a
diversity that you can stay there for several days
without getting tired of it. These are two
examples (my preferences) under many others
which are waiting for us at zone 3. But not to
forget the Holmen pool upstream, the
“Optimisten” at the junction with Oreana and last
but not least upstream from the bridge of
Bjerkreim, in the middle of the village, directly
under the windows of the COOP-supermarket,
which also offers rooms for fishermen. And, not
to forget the excellent pool at the big bridge of
the E39-highway, where at the left side is located
a fishing spot for handicapped people. More
upstream of the junction with Oreana the size of
the river is between 15 to 20 meters, downstream
it’s about 30 meters in calm water, but always can
change to rapids or waterfalls at Laksheim.

Following your preference and the selected beat
you can practise one hand- or two-hand fly fishing,
but the bigger rod is the preferred equipment.
Anyway, one of my best memories at
Bjerkreimselva is that fish, which I got with a 9
feet split cane rod, upstream of Bjerkreim bridge
at left side.
The homepage www.bjerkreimselva.no, which had
been created and maintained by the community of
the owners, informs us in Norwegian, English or
German language about news around the river
fishing. Here you can find detailed information
about the fishing zones in order to start the best
preparation.
Even if many spots can be fished from the river
bank wading is often necessary to reach promising
pools. Therefore, a two-hand rod is preferable for
most of the pools, even if it can make fun to fish
with a 9 feet rod, but taking into account that the
average weight is about 4kg. In every year some
fish with more than 9kg are caught, but these are
exceptions.

In the year 2017, 37% of caught fish were
smaller than 3kg, 60% with medium size (3 to
7kg), and 3% of salmon were bigger than 7kg.
Only few extreme deep pools exist like the
one at the E39-bridge to be fished from
right side or the “Optimisten” near to the
camping. For most of the stretches an
intermediate fishing line shall be used, to be
replaced by a floating line if the water
temperature increases 16°Celsius
(temperature to be taken from the website).
When you arrive to the Bjerkreimselva you
do not feel lost. This is due to the water
profile which is never too extreme or too
calm. And, the hot spots are well marked.
But, it has to be pointed out that a “nice”
spot is not always a “good” spot. In
consequence, zone 3 with its overall length
and its variety seems to be the easiest part
of the river to be “read”, the best area for
beginners. Therefore, it is recommended to
start at the first day with a round tour of
the selected fishing zone by checking the
conditions of the river and with a final
decision for the first location without any
stress at the first pool to be fished. This
adaptation to the environmental conditions is
fundamental for the success of the fishing
tour. Another advantage of the long
distances of this river is that you do not
have to stay at a beat of one or two
kilometres.
You can go from one spot to the next one in
between an overall area of 13 kilometres
within zone 3.

Even though the number of rods is not limited it is
never overcrowded for the simple reason that
there are so many other salmon rivers in South of
Norway: Numedal, Otra, Mandal, Figgjo, just to
call the most popular rivers.

FLIES TO BE TAKEN
I always have arrived with boxes filled with many
different salmon flies but I never have used many
different patterns. By the way, this is typical for
most of the fishermen at most of the rivers. In
order to keep it simple you can select between
three different categories. Using a standard
salmon double-hook or a tube fly a good choice is
the classic Bjerkreimselva-fly with blue, black and
green elements, and with a yellow spot, which is in
line with the dominant colours of the ground of
the river.
But, not to forget the standard fly which is more
or less an imitation of the shrimp, for instance
“Red Francis”, “General Practionner”, or “Ally’s
Shrimp”. These are all flies often in use here.
The long flies of type “Sunray Shadow” complete
our box, all of them in different sizes of hooks
and tubes.
I have always recommended the Bjerkreimselva
to those who want to start salmon fishing in
Norway. I have never got a negative feed-back.
Did I say that a no-fish-day is impossible here?
For sure not! But this is another story, the good
will of the salmon.

The Bjerkreimselva is getting bigger
and reaches a size of 30 meters at
calm areas, but gets again strong in
areas of rapids around Laksheim.

In the year 2017 37% of catches
were smaller than 3kg, 60% in the
range of 3 to 7kg, and 3% of salmons
were bigger than 7kg.

How to reach Bjerkreim?
The easiest way is to contact your
preferred travel agency, where you
should be supported individually. The
quickest way to travel is by flight.
The flight from Paris to Stavanger
with layover, takes half a day. The
airport of Stavanger-Sola is about 50
minutes away from Bjerkreim by car.

How to practice fishing?
As for all salmon rivers it is a
mandatory to have the national
fishing licence, called “Fiskeavgift”
(around 30€), which can be ordered
via internet or when the local licence
is ordered. The price for a licence for
zone 3, the most interesting, is about
400 NOK (around 40€) for a day or
2000NOK (around 200€) for the
week. The surveillance and control of
licences is executed by several local
(and discreet!) agents, Fishing season
starts on 1st of June and ends on 20th
of September. But the most
interesting period is between 10th of
July until end of August.
You shall not forget to perform a
disinfection of all equipment and
waders after arrival.
The village of Bjerkreim offers a
fishing shop “Fiskekroken Bjerkreim”,
which opens at 17:00h. Here you will
get all needed equipment as well as
necessary information.
And now:
“Skitt fiske”, as our Norwegian
friends like to say.
For all further information:
http://bjerkreimselva.no

